
Statement on the Cabinet Meeting of  
Wednesday, 24 November 2021

1. CABINET DECISIONS

 Update on Coronavirus 
(COVID-19)
 ● Cabinet received an updated 

report from the National 
Coronavirus Command Council 
(NCCC). 

 ● The NCCC tabled a number of 
recommendations pertaining 
to the enhanced risk adjusted 
Alert Level 3 of the national 
lockdown. 

 ● The recommendations 
are based on submissions 
made by various sectors 
and deliberations by the 
National Joint Operational and 
Intelligence Structure.  

 ● However, Cabinet decided 
to defer approval of the 
recommendations pending 
a full health assessment 
report from the Ministerial 
Health Advisory Committee 
on COVID-19. The NCCC is 
expected to receive the full 
presentation by early next 
week.  

Cabinet once again appeal 
to and urge all South 

Africans to adhere and 
voluntarily comply with 
measures put in place 

to combat the spread of 
COVID-19. The measures 

include:

 National Petroleum Company
 ● Cabinet was briefed on the 

ongoing work to rationalize 
all petroleum (oil and gas) 
subsidiaries of the state owned 
diversified energy company, 
Central Energy Fund. 

 ● The rationalization will result 
in three subsidiaries (PetroSA, 
Strategic Fuel Fund and 
iGas) merged into one single 
National Petroleum Company.  

This gives effect to the 
announcement made 

by President Cyril 
Ramaphosa in his State 
of the Nation Address 
on 13 February 2020, to 

repurpose and rationalize 
a number of state-owned 

enterprises to support 
growth and development. 

 ● Cabinet approved the 
proposed appointment of a 
professional restructuring 
company that specializes in 
mergers to investigate the 
most viable model of this 
single National Petroleum 
Company. 

 Gender-Based Violence (GBV) 
Policy Framework in Post-
School Education and Training 
System
 ● Cabinet approved the GBV 

Policy Framework in Post-
School Education and Training 
System.  

The policy framework 
seeks to respond to the 

increased number of 
GBV-related cases at 
institutions of higher 

learning.  

 ● The policy framework provides 
guidance on structures, 
mechanisms and processes 
that institutions of higher 
learning must put in place to 
prevent incidents of GBV in 
their campuses. In addition 
to providing oversight 
structures, it also compels 
such institutions to create 
awareness on their GBV 
policies. 

 Feasibility Study Report on 
the Resistance and Liberation 
Movement Museum (RLMM)
 ● Cabinet approved the 

Feasibility Study Report on the 
establishment of the RLMM. 
The museum will contribute 
towards conserving the history 
of the resistance and liberation 
struggle in South Africa.

 ● The study, which Cabinet 
approved in 2015, was 

commissioned within the 
context of the Resistance 
and Liberation Heritage 
Route (RLHR) Project. The 
RLHR contributes towards 
the development and 
transformation of the South 
African heritage landscape. 

Once completed, the 
museum will conserve 

a series of heritage 
elements (tangible and 
intangible) and provide 

common narrative, 
memory and experiences 
relating to the liberation 
struggle in South Africa.

 National Khoi and San Heritage 
Route
 ● Cabinet approved the 

implementation of the National 
Khoi and San Heritage Route, 
which is a national legacy 
project. The route will identify, 
highlight, conserve and 
promote the heritage of the:

This project contributes 
towards the 

acknowledgement of 
the previously neglected 
and marginalized South 

African history.

 ● It also gives effect to the 
Traditional and Khoi-San 
Leadership Act, 2019 (Act 3 of 
2019), which legislate for the 
recognition of the Khoi and San 
traditional leaders.

  Designs of 2021 and 2022 
commemorative coins
 ● Cabinet approved the 

designs of the 2021 and 2022 
commemorative circulation 
coins which are issued by the 
South African Reserve Bank 
(SARB) and the South African 
Mint Company. 

 ● The R5 commemorative 
circulation coin and the R5 
sterling-silver, gold plated 
collectors’ coin will be issued 
in 2021 to celebrate the 
Centenary of the SARB. The 
fourth Decimal Coin Series 
of South Africa, which will be 
issued in 2022 will consist of 
10 cent, 20 cent, 50 cent, R1, 
R2 and R5 coin.   
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Cabinet held its scheduled virtual Meeting on Wednesday, 10 June 2020

2. BILLS

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19)

On 31 December 2019, the World Health Organization (WHO) reported a cluster of pneumonia cases in 
Wuhan City, China. ‘Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome Coronavirus 2’ (SARS-CoV-2) was confirmed 
as the causative agent of what we now know as ‘Coronavirus Disease 2019’ (COVID-19). Since then, 
the virus has spread to more than 100 countries, including South Africa.

COVID-19 is an infectious disease that is spread, 
directly or indirectly, from one person to another.

Infection:

An infected person can spread the virus to a healthy person through:
 the eye, nose and mouth or through droplets produced on coughing or sneezing.
 close contact with an infected person.
 contact with contaminated surfaces, objects or personal items.

Symptoms:

The general symptoms include:
 Fever 
 Cough 
 Trouble/difficulty with breathing
 Sore throat.

Prevention:

To prevent the spread of the virus:
 Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. Use an alcohol-based hand 

sanitizer if you cannot wash your hands with water.
 Keep a safe social distance by avoiding crowded areas or gatherings of more than 10 people.
 Avoid close contact with people who are not feeling well.
 Avoid touching your mouth, eyes and nose.
 Keep at least a metre distance between yourself and anyone who is coughing or sneezing.
 Use tissue paper when coughing and sneezing, then throw it in a bin.
 Avoid running your hands on frequently touched surfaces such as hand rails.
 Regularly disinfect your frequently touched objects such as cellphone, cards, car keys and 

keyboards.
 Consult your doctor if not feeling well and stay at home to recover fully.
 Use the flexed elbow, foot bump or wave to greet instead of a handshake. 
 Wear a face mask, especially the cloth face mask, when in public.

Ignore Fake News and obtain official information from: 
call the 24-hour 
toll-free hotline: 

0800 029 999

send the message 
“Hi” to 

0600 123 456 for 
WhatsApp support 

ororwww.gov.za or 
www.sacoronavirus.co.za 

 Financial Sector Laws 
Amendment Bill of 2020
 ● Cabinet approved the 

submission of the Financial 
Sector Laws Amendment Bill 
of 2020 to Parliament. The 
Bill proposes to designate 
the SARB as the Resolution 
Authority, and enhances 

the SARB’s regulatory tools 
for discharging its statutory 
mandate of ensuring stability of 
the financial system.

 ● The Bill proposes a new 
framework to resolve financial 
institutions, primarily banks, 
when they enter a period of 
financial distress.  

It also introduces South Africa’s 
first comprehensive deposit 
insurance scheme that will 
ensure that depositors are paid 
their funds when a bank fails. 

 ● Such a scheme will protect 
the vulnerable depositors and 
ensure minimal disruptions 
to the financial system and 

broader economy when such 
institutions enter into financial 
distress. 
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 South African Airways (SAA)  
Business Rescue Plan

• Cabinet received a progress re-
port on the SAA business rescue 
process from the Inter-Ministerial 
Committee (IMC) on the SAA, 
chaired by Public Enterprises 
Minister Pravin Gordhan.

• Cabinet maintains that a positive 
vote from creditors to finalise the 
business rescue process is still 
the most viable and expeditious 
option for the national carrier 
to restructure its affairs, which 
include its business, its debt and 
other liabilities. 

• Cabinet believes a restructured 
airline will pursue the transfor-
mational agenda such as the lack 
of opportunities for the advance-
ment of black pilots, after 26 years 
into our democracy.  

• It supports the proposal for a new 
airline and the concerted efforts 
to mobilise funding from various 
sources, including from potential 
equity partners for the uptake of 
the new airline. 

This is the only 
realistic pathway 
for a new viable, 

sustainable, 
competitive airline 

that can provide 
integrated domestic, 

regional and 
international services.

 Economy
• Cabinet welcomes the 2020/21 

supplementary adjustments bud-
get delivered by Finance Minister 
Tito Mboweni on Wednesday, 24 
June 2020. This was necessitat-
ed by the Coronavirus Disease 
(COVID-19) pandemic and the 
resultant economic downturn. 

The Supplementary 
Budget sets out a 

roadmap to stabilize 
debt by improving 

our spending 
patterns and creating 

a foundation for 
economic revival.

• Cabinet is optimistic that the 
commitments announced by 
Minister Mboweni will put our 
economy firmly on a solid and 
sustainable path, particularly if 
everyone joins government in 
implementing them.

 Update on COVID-19
• Cabinet received a progress 

report from the National  
Coronavirus Command Council. 
As part of responding to the 
enhanced risk adjusted Lev-
el 3 of the national lockdown, 
amendments to the regulations, 
in terms of the Disaster  
Management Act, 2002 (Act 57 
of 2002), were presented. 

• Whilst Cabinet appreciated the 
extensive work still being done 
to maintain a balance between 
sustaining livelihoods and saving 
lives, it approved the gazetting of 
the amendments relating to the 
opening of restaurants, hotels 
and casinos.

Cabinet reiterates 
the call to all of us 
to work together 

to stop the spread 
of infections within 

our communities 
by observing the 
health protocols 
such as regularly 
washing hands, 

social distancing and 
wearing a mask when 

in public.

 Gender-Based Violence (GBV) 

Cabinet is extremely 
concerned about the 
spike in GBV cases 
across the country. 

Following the recent 
spate of murders of 

women and children, 
it has called on all 

people in South 
Africa to unite and 
work together to 

stop this carnage. 

• Cabinet commends law-enforce-
ment agencies for their swift 
action in arresting some of the 
suspects and has urged the agen-
cies to continue working tirelessly 
to arrest all those involved in 
these gruesome murders.

• Cabinet is unwavering in its 
commitment to fully implement 
a range of interventions devel-
oped from the National Strategic 
Plan on GBV and Femicide. The 
IMC chaired by Minister in The 
Presidency for Women, Youth and 
Persons with Disabilities, Ms Mai-
te Nkoana-Mashabane, continues 

to drive the multidisciplinary gov-
ernment interventions. However, 
the most effective intervention 
requires all South Africans to play 
their part in ending the culture of 
violence against the most vulner-
able members of society. 

 Sustainable Infrastructure 
Development Symposium of 
South Africa (SIDSSA)

• Cabinet welcomes the inaugural 
SIDSSA held virtually this week, 
under the theme: “Investing in in-
frastructure for shared prosperity: 
now, next and beyond”.  

SIDSSA is a platform 
that brings together 
critical role-players 
in the infrastructure 
investment space, 

who are galvanised 
around a key goal 
of accelerating an 
infrastructure-led 

economic recovery 
plan. Infrastructure 

intervention remains 
a catalyst to South 
Africa’s economic 
recovery package.

• Through this process, a total of 
276 projects have already been 
evaluated.  These form catalytic 
infrastructure investment projects 
with a multiplier effect in creating 
employment opportunities and 
boosting the economy.  

• Eighty-eight of these projects are 
investment-ready and include 
industries with proven superi-
or multiplier effects in energy; 
water; transport; information 
and communication technology 
infrastructure; human settlements; 
agriculture and agro processing.

• These projects will be funded 
mainly from either of the three 
streams –commercial, blended 
financing and fiscal allocations. 
As part of the economic recov-
ery package, the country’s spirit 
of public-private collaboration 
continues to focus on addressing 
spatial disparities, transform-
ing the economy and creating 
much-needed jobs.

CABINET DECISIONS 

Enquiries:
Ms Phumla Williams
Cabinet Spokesperson
Mobile: 083 501 0139
www.gcis.gov.za | www.gov.za

ISSUES IN THE ENVIRONMENT

CABINET DECISIONS

	 Outcomes of the 26th 
session of the Con-
ference of the Parties 
(COP26) to the United 
Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate 
Change (UNFCCC)

●	 Cabinet	was	briefed	by	Min-
ister	of	Forestry,	Fisheries	and	
the	Environment,	Ms	Barbara	
Creecy,	on	the	outcomes	of	
the	26th	session	of	the	COP	to	
the	UNFCCC	held	in	Glasgow,	
Scotland,	United	Kingdom	
(UK)	from	31	October	to	13	
November	2021.

●	 South	Africa’s	participation	
was	anchored	on	its	commit-
ments	to	the	Paris	Agreement	
on	Climate	Change	of	2015	
to	reduce	greenhouse	gas	
emissions	and	to	build	climate	
resilience	of	its	society	and	
economy.	

●	 The	country’s	move	to	renew-
able	energy	hold	many	bene-
fits	for	both	our	environment	
and	the	economy.

●	 Cabinet	welcomed	the	historic	
Just	Transition	Partnership	
established	by	South	Africa	
with	France,	Germany,	the	
UK,	the	United	States	and	the	
European	Union,	which	was	
announced	at	COP26.	

●	 Cabinet	acknowledged	the	
offer	of	the	partnership	to	
mobilise	R131	billion	over	the	
next	three	to	five	years	to	
support	South	Africa’s	Just	
Transition	plan.	The	offer	is	
in	line	with	the	commitment	
under	the	Paris	Agreement	
by	the	developed	countries	to	
support	developing	countries’	
climate	actions,	including	
those	of	South	Africa.

●	 An	Inter-Ministerial	Com-
mittee	chaired	by	President	
Ramaphosa	will	coordinate	
further	work	on	the	country’s	
Just	Transition	plan	and	on	the	
financial	offers	made	to	South	
Africa	in	the	context	of	the	
partnership.

●	 Cabinet	further	mandated	
government	to	appoint	a	
financial	team	consisting	of	
National	Treasury;	Industrial	
Development	Corporation;	
Department	of	Forestry,	Fish-
eries	and	the	Environment;	
Eskom	and	other	finance	ex-
perts	to	consider	the	technical	
aspects	of	the	partnership	and	
offer.

	 Extension of the Nation-
al State of Disaster 

In line with the terms 
of Section 27(5) (c) of 
the Disaster Manage-
ment Act, 2002 (Act 
57 of 2002), Cabinet 

approved the extension 
of the National State of 
Disaster to 15 December 
2021. These measures 
continue to assist in the 
country’s fight to stop 
the spread of COVID-19. 

	 Disability Rights  
Awareness Month	

●	 Cabinet	approved	the	con-
cept	approach	to	this	year’s	
commemoration	of	Disability	
Rights	Awareness	Month,	
which	is	commemorated	
annually	from	3	November	to	
3	December.	The	theme	for	
2021	is:	“The Year of Charlotte 
Mannya Maxeke – Create and 

Realise an Inclusive Society 

Upholding Rights of Persons 

with Disabilities”.	
●	 The	campaign	focuses	on	

raising	awareness	on	persons	
with	disabilities	in	our	society,	
and	also	celebrates	the	
progress	we	have	made	as	
a	country	to	provide	space	
for	the	active	participation	of	
people	with	disabilities	in	our	
drive	for	economic	growth.	

●	 The	Minister	in	The	Presi-
dency	for	Women,	Youth	and	
Persons	with	Disabilities,	Ms	
Maite	Nkoana-Mashabane,	
will	soon	unpack	the	weekly	
thematised	programmes.		

●	 South	Africa	ratified	the	UN	
Convention	on	the	Rights	of	
Persons	with	Disabilities.

	 National Child Rights 
Status Report 

●	 Cabinet	approved	the	publi-
cation	of	the	annual	National	
Child	Rights	Status	Report.	
It	is	the	first	comprehensive	
status	of	the	child	report	for	
the	country	that	has	been	de-
veloped	using	the	country’s	
National	Plan	of	Action	for	
Children	2019-2024.	

●	 The	report	outlines	progress	
on	the	implementation	of	
legislation	and	policies	that	
are	meant	to	protect	and	
promote	the	rights	of	children	
as	provided	for	in	the	Bill	of	
Rights.	

	 State Party Report to 
the African Commit-
tee of Experts on the 
Rights and Welfare of 
the Child (ACERWC)

●	 Cabinet	approved	South	Afri-
ca’s	State	Party	Report	to	be	
submitted	to	the	ACERWC	of	
the	African	Union	(AU).

●	 This	is	the	third	report	that	
South	Africa	is	submitting	to	
the	ACERWC,	in	line	with	the	
country	being	the	signatory	
to	AU	obligations	on	the	
welfare	and	protection	of	
children	in	the	continent.	The	
current	report,	which	is	due	
to	be	tabled	in	March	2022,	

responds	also	to	the	observa-
tions	made	by	the	ACERWC	
in	our	2016	report.	

	 Special Zimbabwean 
Exemption Permit 
(ZEP)

●	 Cabinet	considered	the	
much-talked	about	ZEP	and	
also	noted	the	fake	news	be-
ing	spread	on	these	permits.	
The	first	Zimbabwean	special	
dispensation	started	in	2009	
and	was	called	the	Dispensa-
tion	for	Zimbabwe	Permit.	

●	 It	provided	for	the	documen-
tation	of	qualifying	Zimba-
bweans	for	a	five-year	period.

●	 In	2014,	the	dispensation	
was	extended	by	three	years	
and	called	the	Zimbabwean	
Special	Permit.	The	current	
ZEP	was	initiated	in	2017	
and	comes	to	an	end	on	31	
December	2021.

Following its delib-
erations, Cabinet 

decided to no longer 
issue extensions to the 
Zimbabwean special 
dispensations. How-

ever, it decided on a 12 
months grace period at 
the expiry of the current 

ZEP. 
During this period, the 
holders of this permit 
should apply for other 
permits appropriate to 
their particular status or 
situation. At the expiry 
of this 12-month period, 

those who are not 
successful will have to 
leave South Africa or be 

deported. 

	 Reconfiguration of the 
South African electoral 
system to include inde-
pendent candidates

●	 Cabinet	approved	that	the	
report	of	the	Ministerial	Ad-
visory	Committee	(MAC)	on	
Electoral	Systems	Reforms	
be	submitted	to	Parliament.	

●	 The	electoral	reforms	were	
initiated	after	the	Consti-
tutional	Court	judgment	
declared	in	2020	that	the	
Electoral	Act,	1998	(Act	73	of	
1998)	was	unconstitutional	
as	it	only	provided	for	the	
elections	of	members	of	the	
National	Assembly	and	pro-
vincial	legislatures	to	be	done	
through	political	parties.	

●	 The	MAC	report	presents	
policy	options	that	can	

remedy	the	unconstitutional	
aspects	of	the	Electoral	Act	
of	1998.		

	 Sectoral Emission Tar-
gets (SETs) Framework 

●	 Cabinet	approved	the	SETs	
Framework	in	line	with	South	
Africa’s	implementation	of	the	
Paris	Agreement	signed	by	
the	COP	to	the	UNFCCC	in	
2015.	

●	 The	framework	will	guide	the	
lead	government	depart-
ment’s	approach	in	coordi-
nating	the	process	towards	
allocating	and	implementing	
SETs	with	sister	departments.	

●	 The	national	departments’	
planning	instruments	or	Pol-
icies	and	Measures	(PAMs)	
seek	to	mitigate	emissions	
from	the	sector	in	line	with	
the	sectoral	emissions	target.	
Sectoral	PAMs	are	critical	
for	implementing	sectoral	
emission	targets.	

●	 They	will	be	defined	and	
allocated	as	soon	as	the	
Climate	Change	Bill	becomes	
law.	These	will	be	determined	
for	three	rolling	five-year	peri-
ods	and	reviewed	every	five	
years.

	 Company-level carbon 
budgets	

●	 Cabinet	approved	the	Com-
pany-Level	Carbon	Budget	
Allocation	Methodology	
approach	for	implementation.	

●	 A	mandatory	carbon	budget	
system	targeting	high	
emitting	companies	will	be	
implemented	in	2023.	

●	 The	carbon	budgets	system	
will	compel	high-emitting	
companies	to	adopt	assigned	
amounts	of	greenhouse	
gas	emissions	as	five-year	
commitment	allocations.	

●	 The	carbon	budget	allocation	
methodology	sets	out	the	
scope	of	mandatory	carbon	
budget	implementation	and	
details	operational	frame-
works	to	be	used	to	calculate	
and	allocate	company-level	
carbon	budgets	for	the	
first	mandatory	phase	and	
beyond.

	 Rationalisation of  
magisterial districts	

●	 Cabinet	welcomed	the	finali-
sation	of	the	rationalisation	of	
the	remaining	four	provinces’	
(Eastern	Cape;	Free	States;	
KwaZulu-Natal	and	Western	
Cape)	magisterial	districts.	

The	process,	which	gives	
effect	to	the	Constitution	of	
the	Republic	of	South	Africa	
of	1996,	commenced	in	2014	
with	magisterial	districts	of	
Gauteng	and	North	West	be-
ing	rationalised.	Limpopo	and	
Mpumalanga	were	finalised	
in	2016	and	Northern	Cape	in	
2018.

●	 Prior	to	1994,	the	country’s	
magisterial	districts	were	
determined	along	racial	lines,	
perpetuating	inferior	judicial	
services	to	black	people	liv-
ing	in	the	defunct	homelands,	
self-governing	states	and	
townships.	

●	 The	proposed	reconfigured	
courts’	jurisdiction	bound-
aries	ensure	equal	access	
to	the	justice	system	by	all	
South	Africans.	The	process	
to	finally	come	up	with	these	
boundaries	was	an	all-inclu-
sive		process	that	included	
the	magistracy,	South	African	
Police	Service;	National	
Prosecuting	Authority;	
Legal	Aid	Board,	Municipal	
Demarcation	Board	and	all	
relevant	stakeholders	in	the	
respective	provinces.	

	 State litigation man-
agement, mediation 
and state legal repre-
sentation policies 

●	 Cabinet	approved	three	
policies	pertaining	to	the	
management	of	state	
litigation,	mediation	and	state	
legal	representation.	These	
policies	seek	to	promote	a	
professionally		empowering	
and	cost-effective	manage-
ment	of	state	litigation	cases.	

●	 The	policies	provide	general	
principles	to	be	observed	and	
the	approach	to	be	adopted	
by	the	Office	of	the	State	
Attorney	(OSA)	when	dealing	
with	state	litigation	matters.	
Also,	the	policies	establish	
uniform	procedures	and	
provide	a	framework	to	assist	
the	OSA.	The	mediation	poli-
cy	also	introduces	alternative	
interventions	on	cases	that	
can	be	resolved	at	less	costly	
court	processes.

●	 These	approved	policies	
will	operate	as	a	transitional	
mechanism	whilst	the	State	
Attorney	Act,	1957	(Act	56	of	
1957),	as	amended,	is	being	
reviewed.		
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BILLS

	 Basic Education Laws 
Amendment Bill 

●	 Cabinet	approved	the	
submission	to	Parliament	of	
the	Basic	Education	Laws	
Amendment	Bill.	The	Bill	
amends	the	South	African	
Schools	Act,	1996	(Act	84	of	
1996)	and	the	Employment	
of	Educators	Act,	1998	(Act	
76	of	1998).

●	 The	proposed	amendments	
seek	to	strengthen	the	
systems	of	learning	in	edu-
cation	as	envisaged	in	the	
Constitution	of	the	Republic	
of	South	Africa	of	1996.	The	
amendments,	amongst	
others,	give	effect	to	the	
universal	access	to	the	two	

years	of	early	childhood	
development.

●	 The	Bill	also	enforces	
accountability	within	school	
governing	bodies,	and	clari-
fies	the	admission,	language	
and	code	of	conduct	policies	
in	schools.	The	proposed	
amendments	will	improve	
access	to	education	for	all	
learners	across	the	country.

●	 The	Bill	has	gone	through	
public	consultation	and	also	
with	all	relevant	stakehold-
ers.	

	 Financial Sector  
Levies Bill of 2021

●	 Cabinet	approved	the	
submission	of	the	Financial	

Sector	Levies	Bill	of	2021	to	
Parliament.	The	Bill	gives	
effect	to	the	Financial	Sector	
Regulation	(FSR)	Act,	2017	
(Act	9	of	2017).

●	 The	Bill	imposes	levies	
on	the	financial	sector	to	
be	used	for	funding	the	
operations	and	function-
ing	of	the	financial-sector	
bodies	established	in	terms	
of	the	FSR	Act	of	2017.	It	
also	imposes	a	compulsory	
deposit	insurance	premium	
on	registered	members	of	
a	corporation	to	provide	a	
safety	net	for	the	depositors	
in	the	event	of	the	bank’s	
failure.

●	 The	Bill	also	amends	the	

Pension	Funds	Act,	1956	
(Act	24	of	1956);	the	Banks	
Act,	1990	(Act	94	of	1990);	
Mutual	Banks	Act,	1993	(Act	
124	of	1993)	and	the	Finan-
cial	Advisory	and	Intermedi-
ary	Services	Act,	2002	(Act	
37	of	2002)	and	aligns	them	
with	the	FSR	Act	of	2017	in	
respect	of	financial-sector	
bodies.

	 Electoral Amendment 
Bill 

●	 Cabinet	approved	the	
much-awaited	Electoral	
Amendment	Bill	for	submis-
sion	to	Parliament.	The	Bill	
amends	the	Electoral	Act	of	
1998	to	make	provision	for	

the	election	of	independent	
candidates	to	the	National	
Assembly	and	provincial	
legislatures.	

●	 In	June	2020	the	Constitu-
tional	Court	ordered	Parlia-
ment	to	remedy	the	defect	
in	the	current		Electoral	Act	
of	1998	to	ensure	indepen-
dent	candidates	can	stand	
for	election	to	the	National	
Assembly	and	provincial	
legislatures.

●	 Cabinet	further	approved	
the	submission	of	the	MAC	
report	that	set	out	options	
to	remedy	the	aspects	of	the	
Electoral	Act	of	1998	that	
were	found	to	be	unconsti-
tutional.

	 16 Days of Activism for No Violence against Women  
and Children 2021

●	 Cabinet	approved	the	conceptual	approach	to	the	16	Days	of	Activism	for	
No	Violence	against	Women	and	Children	campaign.	The	public	awareness	
campaign	will	be	marked	under	the	theme:	“The Year of Charlotte Mannya 
Maxeke: 16 Days of Activism – moving from awareness to accountabil-
ity”.	The	campaign	forms	part	of	the	government’s	comprehensive	365	Days	
of	Activism	for	awareness	and	advocacy	work	on	stopping	violence	against	
women	and	children.

●	 Cabinet	urges	all	of	us	to	condemn	and	commit	to	stop	the	violation	of	women	
and	children	in	the	country.	The	recent	crime	statistics	on	gender-based	
violence	and	femicide	released	by	the	Ministry	of	Police	should	concern	all	
peace-loving	and	law-abiding	South	Africans.		

●	 Cabinet	calls	on	all	South	Africans	to	work	together	to	ensure	that	the	cam-
paign	takes	the	country	closer	to	achieving	the	right	to	safety	of	women	and	
children.	Minister	Nkoana-Mashabane	will	today,	25	November,	launch	the	start	
of	this	campaign.

MESSAGES 

	 Congratulations
Cabinet extended its  
congratulations and 
well-wishes to:	
●	 Mr Damon Galgut,	the	

author	who	won	the	
prestigious	2021	Booker	
Prize	for	his	novel,	The 
Promise,	and	the	third	
South	African	to	win	the	
Booker	Prize.

●	 Mamelodi Sundowns	
Ladies	for	winning	the	
inaugural	Confed-
eration	of	African	
Football	Women’s	
Champions	League	
held	in	Cairo,	Egypt.	
Their	ground-breaking	
achievement	is	sure	to	
spur	on	the	further	de-
velopment	of	women’s	
football	in	South	Africa.		

	 Condolences 
Cabinet expressed  
condolences to the family 
and friends of:	
●	 Mr FW de Klerk	(85),	

the	former	pre-democ-
racy	President	of	South	
Africa	who	also	served	
as	Deputy	President	
in	the	Government	of	
National	Unity	in	1994.	
He	shared	the	Nobel	
Peace	Prize	in	1993	with	
former	President	Nelson	
Mandela	for	their	work	
for	the	peaceful	termi-
nation	of	the	apartheid	
regime,	and	for	laying	
the	foundations	for	a	
new	democratic	South	
Africa.

●	 Mr Wilbur Smith	
(88),	the	acclaimed	

international	author	
who	sold	more	than	140	
million	books.	He	was	
a	celebrated	writer	and	
storyteller	who	ranks	
among	our	nation’s	
literary	giants.

●	 Mr Tubby Reddy 
(62),	the	former	Chief	
Executive	Officer	of	the	
South	African	Sports	
Confederation	and	
Olympic	Committee,	
who	steadfastly	worked	
for	the	betterment	of	
sport	in	South	Africa.		
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	 Vaccination against the 
Coronavirus Disease 
(COVID-19) pandemic

●	 Cabinet	was	pleased	that	over	
260	000	people	vaccinated	
during	the	second	Vooma	
Vaccination	Weekend	held	
countrywide	from	12	to	14	
November	2021.			

We must remember that 
the virus has not been 
eradicated and vacci-
nation protects us from 
serious illness, hospital-

isation or death.
Vaccination is free to all 
people living in South 

Africa, and anyone aged 
12 years and older is 
encouraged to vacci-

nate. Let us vaccinate to 
ensure a safe and joyful 
festive season with our 
families and friends.  

	 District Development 
Model (DDM) 

●	 Cabinet	welcomed	the	visit	
by	President	Cyril	Ramapho-
sa	to	the	Ugu	District	in	

KwaZulu-Natal	on	Friday,	
12	November	2021,	which	
highlighted	the	development	
of	the	Eastern	Seaboard	that	
encompasses	600	kilometres	
of	the	coastline	between	Kwa-
Zulu-Natal	and	the	Eastern	
Cape.			

●	 The	Eastern	Seaboard	Devel-
opment	is	a	flagship	project	
of	the	DDM,	which	sets	out	
to	build	inclusive	local	econo-
mies	to	overcome	the	legacy	
of	apartheid	spatial	planning.

●  The	project	aims	to	harness	
the	potential	of	the	vast	nat-
ural	endowments	of	the	area	
for	economic	growth.	

	 Medium Term Bud-
get Policy Statement 
(MTBPS)

●	 Cabinet	fully	supported	the	
financial	path	set	out	in	the	
MTBPS	presented	by	Finance	
Minister	Enoch	Godongwana	
in	Parliament,	Cape	Town	
on	Thursday,	11	November	
2021,	which	sends	a	strong	
message	of	our	commitment	
to	prudent	fiscal	discipline.

●	 As	part	of	our	social	commit-
ments,	60%	of	our	budget	
was	allocated	to	housing	de-
velopment,	free	basic	services,	
employment	programmes,	
health,	education	and	social	
grants.

●	 The	initiatives	outlined	in	the	
MTBPS	demonstrate	that	
government	has	a	clear	plan	
to	guide	the	economy	through	
the	turmoil	created	by	the	
COVID-19	pandemic	and	
place	our	nation	on	a	long-
term	growth	path.

	 Intra-African Trade Fair 
2021 (IATF2021)

●	 The	successful	IATF2021	
–	held	at	the	Inkosi	Albert	
Luthuli	International	Conven-
tion	Centre	in	Durban	from	15	
and	21	November	2021	–	has	
helped	deepen	cooperation	
and	boost	intra-African	trade	
and	investment.	

●	 The	IATF	brought	together	
business	leaders	to	share	
trade,	investment,	market	
information	and	broaden	
investment	opportunities	on	

the	continent.	South	African	
goods	and	services	were	also	
profiled	and	marketed	to	build	
networks	and	partnerships	
to	increase	exports	into	the	
continent.		

	 Household safety 
●	 Cabinet	expressed	concern	

about	the	safety	of	children	
following	recent	sporadic	
cases	of	child	kidnappings	in	
different	parts	of	the	country.	

●	 During	the	upcoming	festive	
season,	parents	and	care-
givers	must	be	extra	vigilant	
regarding	the	safety	and	
whereabouts	of	children	in	
their	care.

Parents and caregivers 
are urged to discuss 

general safety precau-
tions with children in 
their care, including 

on COVID-19 risks and 
protocols. We also urge 
parents and caregiv-
ers to consider which 
activities their children, 
especially the youth, can 

safely participate in.
Events such as matric 
rage parties and matric 
farewell after-parties 
are potential COVID-19 
superspreaders. Large 
gatherings, especially 
those which involve the 
consumption of alcohol, 
are a major risk and 
undermine our efforts 
to contain the spread of 

the virus.

	 Formation of local gov-
ernment coalitions

●	 Cabinet	thanked	all	eligible	
voters	who	cast	their	vote	in	
the	2021	Local	Government	
Elections	(LGE)	held	on	
Monday,	1	November	2021	to	
determine	who	should	govern	

at	local	government.	
● It	also	noted	the	coalition	

arrangements	recently	
announced	on	those	hung	
municipalities	where	there	
was	no	outright	winner.

Cabinet congratulated 
all newly elected mayors 

and councillors, and 
wished them success 
in their important task 
of providing municipal 

services to all communi-
ties, irrespective of their 
political affiliation. It 

also applauded political 
parties for the decorous 
manner in which they 
conducted themselves 
during the LGE and coa-

lition negotiations. 

	 Social cohesion	
●	 Cabinet	noted	the	rising	

xenophobic	sentiments	and	
stereotypes	in	some	parts	of	
the	country	against	foreign	
nationals.		

●	 The	onslaught	of	COVID-19	
has	affected	all	people	in	
South	Africa	and	the	negative	
sentiments	being	perpetuated	
by	a	handful	of	people	do	not	
reflect	the	true	state	of	cordial	
relations	between	foreigners	
living	and	working	within	our	
communities	and	our	citizens.	

Cabinet called on com-
munities to be vigilant 

and avoid being coerced 
into hating other 

fellow human beings. 
It called on everyone 
to act responsibly and 
within the bounds of 

the law. Report any act 
of lawlessness such as 
intimidation and public 
violence to law-enforce-

ment agencies.


